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ACTIVITIES TO IDENTIFY AND ASSESS FAMILY RESOURCES FOR UNACCOMPANIED MIGRANT 

CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS RETURNING FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
 
The National Attorney General’s Office, through its Office for Children and Adolescents, and pursuant to 

its responsibilities established by Guatemalan law, is required to legally represent, in the context of human 

mobility, Guatemalan children and adolescents who are being returned to the country by air or land. 

 

For this reason, this Office actively participates in the process of receiving, caring for, accompanying, and 

reunifying children and adolescents that find themselves in this situation with their families. To this end, we 

perform a psychosocial assessment or preliminary investigation to determine if family reunification is viable, 

or if a special (judicial) protection process is necessary due to threats or rights violations of these returning 

minors.  

 

The responsibilities of the National Attorney General’s Office are established by the Comprehensive 

Protection of Children and Adolescents Act, and the Migration Code, among others, and it also seeks to 

develop and strengthen its activities in coordination with other agencies, as required. 

 
a. BACKGROUND: 

 
On July 9, 2025, the National Attorney General’s Office held a meeting in our facilities with the Foreign 

Relations Ministry and other agencies regarding the “Program for the Voluntary Return of Minors” to 

discuss an action plan for Guatemalan children and adolescents who find themselves detained by the 

United States government in centers designated for minors. Of particular interest were adolescents close 

to becoming of age, and the fear that they then would be transferred to adult detention centers, followed 

by deportation. 

 

Subsequently, we received a legal memorandum, #DAMIG-832-2025/GL-367, dated July 11, 2025, which 

contained  a  list of adolescents close to turning 18 years of age, with the goal of locating and interviewing 

their families, to determine if they could be considered a suitable resource to receive these adolescents if 

they were returned to the country. This information was up to date as of July 1, 2025. We subsequently 

received another legal memorandum, #DAMIG-935-2025/GL-405, containing a database of 609 

adolescents between the ages of 14 and 17, submitted by the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). 

Based on that information, these adolescents would be returned to Guatemala, their country of origin. 

 

b. ACTIVITI ES TO SEARCH FOR AND LOCATE FAMILY RESOURCES: 
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Based on this information, the National Attorney General’s Office initiated a plan to identify and locate 

family resources, which consisted of identifying all the information in the lists provided that was necessary 

to allow us to exhaust all search options to locate the addresses or exact locations of the parents or other 

possible relatives of the adolescents on those lists. To that end, it is of utmost importance to have their 

telephone numbers and addresses. 

 

We proceeded to review the lists provided and discovered that of the 609 adolescents listed, phone 

numbers were provided for only 204; of those, we could only confirm the information of 115.  

 

Prior to conducting home visits, this Office made telephone calls in order to collect the information needed 

for the home visit and assessment process. During this process, we discovered that the families were 

surprised, some even annoyed, that we had contacted them, because many believed that their children 

were part of a process that aimed to protect them and legalize their immigration status in the United States, 

and therefore did not expect them to be returned to Guatemala. Other calls went unanswered; some of the 

phone lines were disconnected and others indicated that we had the wrong number. 

 

We should note that —based on information provided by the Foreign Relations Ministry— families were 

alerted to the fact that there was a significant possibility that the adolescents on the lists would be returned 

to the country, and that this Office was offering to inform them about this process, and fulfill its legal duty 

to conduct social investigations to determine if these adolescents were under threat, or if their rights had 

been violated, and also to determine the motive for their migration and, above all, the willingness of the 

families to welcome back their adolescents, and subsequently connect them with the social programs 

offered by the Government of Guatemala. 

 
c. HOME VISITS:  

 
Once the information was obtained, multidisciplinary teams from the Attorney General’s Office at the 

Federal level scheduled home visits for the families that had responded to the telephone calls, as well as 

those whose addresses we were able to confirm. 

 

From August 6-20 of this year, the National Attorney General’s Office conducted home visits and issued 

reports, and was able to prepare psychosocial or investigation reports for the families of 115 adolescents. 

During this process, we found the following: 

1. 50 family resources (parents) who were willing to welcome back their children if they were to return, 
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with the caveat that none of them was requesting their return, indicating their desire to consider 

first the viability of the children staying in the United States. Nevertheless, the assessment results 

determined that they may be considered a family resource. 

It should be noted that in one of the reports, the parents stated that if their daughter were to return, 

they would do everything possible to get her out of the country again, because she had received 

death threats and therefore could not live in this country. 

2. 59 potential family resources (parents) expressed annoyance when this Office went to their 

residences, rejecting the request to conduct an assessment, sometimes in an intimidating manner. 

They claim that their contacts in the United States had told them that their children had an 

opportunity to stay there, so they were not willing to authorize or subject themselves to an 

assessment to determine if they were a suitable family resource; some even refused to provide 

information to locate their whereabouts. 

3. In the case of 4 adolescents, we were informed by the families that they had been released, and 

were living with a sponsor in the United States of America. 

4. In the case of 2 adolescents, it was established that they had been returned already, and were 

back living with their parents. 

 
d. ACTIONS TAKEN ON AUGUST 31, 2025: 

 
On August 31 of this year, we received information from several agencies that a substantial number of 

adolescents that were on several lists provided by the ORR and the United States Government were being 

returned to this country. The National Attorney General’s Office proceeded to coordinate with other 

agencies to initiate a “Comprehensive Care Roadmap” program to ensure the proper care of  Guatemalan 

adolescents in the context of human mobility. 

 

For this purpose, this Office coordinated with the Foreign Relations Ministry, the Guatemalan Institute of 

Migration and the Office of the Social Welfare Secretary, among others, and proceeded to create 

multidisciplinary teams to participate in the process of receiving, caring for, accompanying, assessing and 

reunifying these returning adolescents with their families. However, later that afternoon, we were informed 

that these minors would not be traveling. 

 

When we arrived at the Guatemalan Air Force (FAG) facilities, we encountered 7 families who said they 

were there because they had been informed that their children were being returned or deported. 
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This Office then proceeded to conduct a psychosocial assessment  of these families, and determined that 

they were fully willing to welcome back their children in case they returned to this country. We also collected 

the information necessary to conduct a social investigation to determine if the parents could be considered 

a family resource. 

 

We should note that of the 57 families that were assessed, 56 indicated that their children had immigrated 

for economic reasons, stating that they wished their children would be able to stay in the U.S. so they could 

“send money back,” as well as to find personal growth, and new opportunities in their lives. 

 

Finally, it is important to note that this Office will continue its activities to identify and locate family 

resources, and to create social programs for the benefit of adolescents who are returned to Guatemala. 
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