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On behalf of the National Immigration Law Center, Hart Research has conducted a national
survey of 802 registered voters on the issue of immigration enforcement in healthcare facilities.
This memo reviews the survey’s key findings.

1. By a decisive 18-point margin, voters disapprove of a recent change in federal
policy that permits federal immigration officers to detain and arrest
undocumented immigrants in hospitals and other healthcare facilities.

Just 38% of voters approve of the Trump administration policy allowing federal immigration
officers to detain and arrest undocumented immigrants in hospitals, clinics, and other healthcare
facilities, while fully 56% disapprove. The verdict is even more lopsided among those with a
strong view on the issue: 39% strongly disapprove while just 22% strongly approve.

Approve Disapprove Net Approval
Democrats 10 88 -78
Independents/Ln 30 62 -32
Republicans 67 26 42
Swing voters 31 58 -26
Liberal 8 91 -83
Moderate 32 58 -26
Conservative 69 25 44
18-34 37 59 -22
35-49 29 64 -35
50-64 43 50 -7
65+ 42 51 -10
White 43 50 -8
Black 21 76 -56
Latino 30 63 -33
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Disagreement with arrests and detentions in healthcare facilities is broad, with opposition
outweighing support within all age groups and among white, Black, and Latino voters.
Opposition is notably strong among key voter groups in the middle of the electorate —
independents (-32 net approval), swing voters (-26), and moderates (-26) — who will likely play a
decisive role in next year’s elections.

2. Americans generally oppose immigration enforcement where healthcare is
being provided, as well as in educational and religious settings. They do not want
arrests to disrupt what should be safe spaces for people.

Before asking respondents about the Trump Administration policy, the survey asked voters
whether they believe officers should be allowed to conduct arrests of immigrants living in the
U.S. illegally in different settings. Strong majorities reject arrests in each healthcare setting. We
asked about: hospitals (59% no, 32% yes), doctors’ offices (58%-35%), and medical clinics
(58%-34%). In addition, voters object to arrests in places of worship (67%-27%) and in schools
(60%-33%). In contrast, half of voters (51%) feel arrests in the workplace should be permitted
and 60% approve of arrests in immigrants’ homes. The public makes important distinctions
about where enforcement is — and is not — appropriate, and healthcare settings clearly do not
meet their standard.

3. More broadly, Americans increasingly believe that undocumented immigrants
should be allowed to stay legally in the U.S. The Trump Administration’s pursuit
of mass deportation appears to be generating a public backlash, resulting in
greater support for creating paths to legal status.

Just 29% of U.S. voters now believe that undocumented immigrants should not be allowed to
remain in the United States, while two in three (68%) say there should be a way for them to stay
in the country legally if certain requirements are met. A majority of the latter group believes
undocumented immigrants should be eligible to apply for U.S. citizenship. Combining the two
questions, we see that 42% of all voters favor a path to citizenship, 25% would make
undocumented immigrants eligible for permanent residency, and 29% would not allow them to
stay at all.

These results represent a significant shift over the past year. In 2024, those favoring a path to
citizenship and the pro-deportation group were equal in number. But now the path to citizenship
group is much larger, a 13-point shift in just 15 months.

April 2024 July 2025

Eligible for citizenship 37 42
Eligible for permanent residency 24 25
Not allowed to stay 37 29
Difference (citizenship — not allowed) Even +13

2024 source: Pew Research Center
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Survey Methodology

Interviews were conducted online from July 7 to July 10 among a representative sample of 802
registered voters. The sample was weighted to reflect the demographic characteristics and past
voting behavior of the U.S. registered voter population. The credibility interval for the survey is
+/- 3.5 percentage points at a 95% confidence interval.

Sample % Sample %
Democrats 43 Liberal 28
Independents 13 Moderate 38
Republicans 44 Conservative 34
2024 Trump voter 44 Men 47
2024 Harris voter 43 Women 52
18-34 22 White 70
35-49 24 Black 12
50-64 26 Latino 12
65+ 27 Other race 6




