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Laws & Policies Improving Access to Higher Education for Immigrants 
Last updated JULY 2022 

State Year 
enacted 

Bill  
number 

Requirements:  
Years of  
high school  
in state 

In-state  
tuition 

State  
financial  
aid 

Privately 
funded 
scholarships 

Links to bill text, fiscal 
notes, analyses, and 
testimony, where 
available 

CA 2001 
 
 
2011 
 
 
2011 
 
 
2012 
 
 
2014 
 
 
2014 
 
 
2017 
 
 
2019 

AB 540 
 
 
AB 130 
 
 
AB 131 
 
 
AB 1899 
 
 
AB 2000 
 
 
SB 1210 
 
 
SB 68 
 
 
SB 77 

3 years of high school 
coursework, provided that the 
student attended a total of 3 
years at an elementary and/or 
secondary school in California, 

OR 

a total of 3 years of full-time 
attendance or credit at a 
California high school, adult 
school, or community college 
(up to 2 years at community 
college may be counted 
toward this total). 

Yes  
 
 
 
 
 
Yes 

 
 
 
Yes 

California State Legislature -  
AB 540 
 
California State Legislature -  
AB 130 
 
California State Legislature -  
AB 131 
 
California State Legislature -  
AB 1899 
 
California State Legislature -  
AB 2000 
 
California State Legislature -  
SB 1210 
 
California State Legislature - 
SB 68 
 
California State Legislature – 
SB 77 

CO 2013 
 
2019 

SB 13-033 
 
HB 19-1196 

 

 

Yes Yes N/A Colorado General Assembly 
 
Colorado General Assembly 

https://www.nilc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nilc
https://twitter.com/NILC
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalImmLawCenter
https://www.instagram.com/nilc/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/01-02/bill/asm/ab_0501-0550/ab_540_bill_20011013_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_130_bill_20110725_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_131_bill_20111008_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_131_bill_20111008_chaptered.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201120120AB1899&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB2000&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB1210&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB68
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billHistoryClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB77
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=200120020AB540
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=200120020AB540
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB130
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB130
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB131
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB131
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201120120AB1899&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201120120AB1899&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB2000&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB2000&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB1210&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB1210&search_keywords=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB68
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB68
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billHistoryClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB77
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billHistoryClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB77
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2013a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/E083F0BE76DFD8F087257A8E0073BFC9?Open&file=033_enr.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1196
http://www.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2013A/csl.nsf/BillFoldersSenate?openFrameset
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1196
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2022 HB 22-1155 
 

1 year Colorado General Assembly 

CT 2011 
 
 
2015 
 
 
2018 

HB 6390 
 
 
HB 6844 
 
 
SB 4 

 
 
 
2 years 

Yes N/A  
 
 
 
 
 
Yes 

Connecticut General 
Assembly 
 
Connecticut General 
Assembly 
 
Connecticut General 
Assembly 

DC 2017 Bill 21-0422 3 years Yes Yes N/A D.C. ACT 21-650  

FL 2014 HB 851  3 years Yes No N/A Florida House of 
Representatives  

HI 2013 Section 6-9  1 year in Hawaii;  
3 years in U.S. 

Yes Yes Yes University of Hawaii Board of 
Regents Policies 

IL 2003 
 
 
2011 
 
 
2019 

HB 60 
 
 
SB 2185 
 
 
HB 2691 

3 years Yes  
 
 
 
 
 
Yes 

Yes Illinois General Assembly - HB 
60 
 
Illinois General Assembly - SB 
2185 
 
Illinois General Assembly – HB 
2691 

KS 2004 HB 2145  3 years Yes N/A N/A Kansas Legislative Archive 

MD 2011 
 
2018 
 
2020 

SB 167 
 
SB 532 
 
HB 262 

 
 
 
 
Graduate from Maryland high 
school, plus 3 years of paying 
Maryland taxes 

Yes Yes N/A Maryland General Assembly 
 
Maryland General Assembly 
 
Maryland General Assembly 

MN 2013 SF 1236  3 years Yes Yes Yes Minnesota Legislature  

https://www.nilc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nilc
https://twitter.com/NILC
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalImmLawCenter
https://www.instagram.com/nilc/
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1155
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1155
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/ACT/Pa/pdf/2011PA-00043-R00HB-06390-PA.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/ACT/PA/2015PA-00082-R00HB-06844-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/ACT/pa/2018PA-00002-R00SB-00004-PA.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=6390&which_year=2011&SUBMIT1.x=0&SUBMIT1.y=0
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=6390&which_year=2011&SUBMIT1.x=0&SUBMIT1.y=0
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2015&bill_num=6844
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2015&bill_num=6844
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB4&which_year=2018
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB4&which_year=2018
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B21-0422
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Download/34620/B21-0422-SignedAct.pdf
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0851er.docx&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0851&Session=2014
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=52001
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=52001
http://www.hawaii.edu/policy/index.php?action=viewPolicy&policySection=rp&policyChapter=6&policyNumber=209&menuView=closed
http://www.hawaii.edu/policy/index.php?action=viewPolicy&policySection=rp&policyChapter=6&policyNumber=209&menuView=closed
http://www.hawaii.edu/policy/index.php?action=viewPolicy&policySection=rp&policyChapter=6&policyNumber=209&menuView=closed
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/93/PDF/093-0007.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/97/PDF/097-0233.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2691&GAID=15&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=118893&SessionID=108&GA=101
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=60&GAID=3&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=195&SessionID=3&GA=93
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=60&GAID=3&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=195&SessionID=3&GA=93
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2185&GAID=11&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=58384&SessionID=84&GA=97
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2185&GAID=11&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=58384&SessionID=84&GA=97
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2691&GAID=15&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=118893&SessionID=108&GA=101
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2691&GAID=15&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=118893&SessionID=108&GA=101
http://dreamact.info/sites/default/files/H.B.%202145%20%5bK.S.A.%2076-731a%5d%20-%20Kansas%20State%20Legislature.pdf
http://mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/chapters_noln/Ch_191_sb0167E.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/chapters_noln/Ch_813_sb0532T.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=hb0262&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
http://mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/billfile/sb0167.htm
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=SB532&tab=subject3&ys=2018RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/legislation/details/hb0262?ys=2019rs
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&session=ls88&number=SF1236&session_year=2013&session_number=0
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/
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NE 2006 LB 239 3 years Yes N/A N/A Nebraska Legislature  

NV 2001 SB 347 High school graduate Yes Yes Yes Nevada Legislature 

NJ 2013 
 
2018 

 

2022 

SB 2479 
 
S 699 

 

S 3119 

3 years Yes  
 
Yes 

N/A New Jersey Legislature 
 
New Jersey Legislature 

 

New Jersey Legislature 

NM 2005 SB 582  1 year Yes Yes N/A New Mexico Legislature  

NY 2002 
 
2019 
 
 
2019 

SB 7784 
 
S1503/ 
A2003 
 
S1250/A782 

2 years Yes  
 
Yes 

  
 
 
 
 
Yes 

New York State Assembly 
 
New York State Assembly 
 
 
New York State Assembly 

OK 2003 
 
2007 

SB 596 
 
HB 1804 
(preserved 
discretion) 

2 years Yes, Board of 
Regents policy 

Yes, certain 
grants 

N/A Oklahoma Legislature - SB 596 
 
Oklahoma Legislature - HB 
1804 

OR 2013 
 
 
 
2015 
 
2018 
 
2019 

HB 2787 
 
 
 
SB 932 
 
SB 1563 
 
SB 859 

3 years in Oregon high school; 
5 years in elementary or 
secondary school in U.S. 

Yes  
 
 
 
Yes, financial 
aid, 
scholarships 
and grants 

N/A Oregon Legislature 
 
 
 
Oregon Legislature 
 
Oregon Legislature 
 
Oregon Legislature 

RI 2011 
 

Residency 
Policy S-5.0 

3 years Yes N/A N/A Board of Governors for Higher 
Education Policy Manual 

https://www.nilc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nilc
https://twitter.com/NILC
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalImmLawCenter
https://www.instagram.com/nilc/
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/99/PDF/Slip/LB239.pdf
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/search_past.php
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Reports/history.cfm?DocumentType=2&BillNo=347
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Reports/history.cfm?DocumentType=2&BillNo=347
https://njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2012/S2479
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S1000/699_R1.PDF
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2020/S3119
https://njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2012/S2479
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=S699
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2020/S3119
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/05%20Regular/final/SB0582.pdf
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/_session.aspx?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=582&year=05
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S07784&term=2001&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Votes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S01503&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A02003&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=S1250&term=2019&Summary=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?term=2019&bn=A00782
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S07784&term=2001&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Votes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A02003&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Text=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&leg_video=&bn=S1250&term=2019&Summary=Y&Text=Y
http://www.oklegislature.gov/AdvancedSearchForm.aspx
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/2007-08bills/HB/hb1804_enr.rtf
http://www.oklegislature.gov/AdvancedSearchForm.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/AdvancedSearchForm.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/AdvancedSearchForm.aspx
https://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2013/HB2787/
https://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2013/HB2787/
https://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2015/SB932/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2018orlaw0122.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB859/Enrolled
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2013R1/Measures/Overview/HB2787
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2013R1/Measures/Overview/HB2787
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2015R1/Measures/Overview/SB932
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2018R1/Measures/Overview/SB1563
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/SB859
http://www.ribghe.org/residency1for2012.pdf
http://www.ribghe.org/residency1for2012.pdf
http://www.ribghe.org/polman.htm
http://www.ribghe.org/polman.htm
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2021 

 
SB 990 

 
Rhode Island Legislature 

TX 2001 
 
2005 

HB 1403 
 
SB 1528 
(amends HB 
1403) 

3 years Yes Yes N/A Texas Legislature - HB 1403 
 
Texas Legislature - SB 1528 

UT 2002 
 
 
2015 
 
 
 
2019 

HB 144 
 
 
SB 253 
 
 
 
HB 260 

3 years Yes N/A Yes, for UT  
high school 
graduates 
 
 
 
 
Utah Promise 
Scholarship 

Utah State Legislature -  
HB 144 
 
 
Utah State Legislature -  
SB 253 
 
Utah State Legislature -
HB 260 

VA 2020 
 
2021 

 

2022 

SB 935 
 
HB 2123 

 

HB 526 

2 years Yes Yes 
(effective 
Aug. 1, 2022) 

N/A Virginia State Legislature 

 

Virginia State Legislature 

 

Virginia State Legislature 

WA 2003 
 
 
 
2014 
 
2018 
 
2020 
 
2021 

HB 1079 
 
 
 
SB 6523 
 
HB 1488 
 
SB 6561 
 
SB 5194 

Complete and obtain a high 
school diploma or equivalent, 
and lived in state for at least 
one year prior to being 
admitted to higher education 
institution 

Yes Yes N/A Washington State Legislature 
 
 
 
Washington State Legislature 
 
Washington State Legislature 
 
Washington State Legislature 
 
Washington State Legislature 

 

https://www.nilc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nilc
https://twitter.com/NILC
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalImmLawCenter
https://www.instagram.com/nilc/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/SenateText21/S0990.pdf
https://status.rilegislature.gov/
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/77R/billtext/html/HB01403F.htm
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/79R/billtext/pdf/SB01528F.pdf#navpanes=0
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=77R&Bill=HB1403
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=79R&Bill=SB1528
https://le.utah.gov/~2002/bills/static/HB0144.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0253.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0260.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2002/bills/static/HB0144.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2002/bills/static/HB0144.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0253.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0253.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0260.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/HB0260.html
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB935
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+HB2123
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+HB526ER+pdf
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB935
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+HB2123
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=221&typ=bil&val=hb526
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1079&Initiative=false&Year=2003
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6523.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1488-S3.SL.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6561&Year=2019&Initiative=false#documentSection
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5194-S2.PL.pdf?q=20210517111613
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1079&Initiative=false&Year=2003
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6523.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1488-S3.SL.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6561&Year=2019&Initiative=false#documentSection
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5194&Year=2021&Initiative=false


 

 

5 
 

 
 

https://www.nilc.org/
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