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THE AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION (AAA) has published findings that illustrate the public
safety benefits of expanding access to driver’s licenses in North Carolina. According to AAA:

e Oneinseven drivers in North Carolina is unlicensed.!

o 21 percent of fatal accidents in North Carolina involve an unlicensed driver.2

e 18.2 percent of fatal accidents nationwide involved a driver who was unlicensed or invalidly
licensed. 3

e Anestimated 51.2 percent of all drivers in the U.S. who left the scene of a fatal crash lacked a
valid license.*

¢ North Carolina is trending upward in percentage of unlicensed drivers involved in fatal
crashes.5

A North Carolina Highway Patrol officer with 20 years’ experience declared that the problem of
unlicensed drivers “is one of the biggest problems on traffic stops and at accidents.”®

Drivers who lack licenses are also likely to lack auto insurance, and driving while uninsured
creates additional problems. The Insurance Research Council found that North Carolina’s rate of
uninsured drivers in 2009 was 13.5 percent.” An article published on the website of a Winston-
Salem, North Carolina—based law firm, says this:

The cost of unlicensed drivers is immense. An unlicensed driver is an uninsured driver,
so when he or she gets in an accident the other party or the other party’s insurer usually
foots the bill. Unfortunately, the cost is passed along to everyone else through increased
premiums.8
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