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What is the matrícula consular ?  

 The matrícula consular is an identity card that Mexican consulates issue to Mexican 

citizens who reside outside Mexico. Consulates have issued the matrícula consular since 

1871. 

 The 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, which Mexico and the United States 

signed, provides the legal basis for issuing the identity card.1  

 The matrícula consular helps the Mexican government locate its nationals in case of 

emergencies, such as accidents, national disasters, or people going missing.2 

 A matrícula consular is available to Mexican nationals living in the U.S., including to 

those who have lawful status in the U.S. It does not confer any U.S. immigration status 

on the person to whom it is issued. 

What are the requirements to obtain a matrícula consular ?  

 To obtain a matrícula consular, a Mexican citizen must apply in person at a Mexican 

consulate in the U.S. and provide biographic and biometric information (including a 

digital photograph and fingerprint), pay a fee, and present: 

o a Mexican birth certificate; 

o an official Mexican ID, such as a voter ID card; and 

o proof of address within the issuing consulate’s consular district.3 

 The requirements to obtain a matrícula consular are the same as those to obtain a 

Mexican passport, with the addition of proof of residence within the consular district.4 

 Applicants who have a criminal record, are subject to prosecution, or face a judicial or 

administrative process in Mexico are not eligible for a matrícula consular.5  

How do consulates verify the validity of documents presented to obtain a matrícula 
consular and ensure that duplicate IDs are not issued? 

 The consular ID database is linked to the Mexican national security databases.6 

 Issuance of the matrícula consular is “[s]upported by a centralized system to avoid 

duplications and confirm the authenticity of required documents and information.”7 

 Consulates have access to an electronic consular ID database (the Sistema Integral de 

Identificación Consular).8 
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How has the Mexican government enhanced the security features of the matrícula 
consular? 

 In 2006, the Mexican government created the centralized database of matrícula 

consular  information and added the following security features: 

o Visual security features include security paper with a special security pattern; 

“Advantage Seal” with Mexican seal that appears over the bearer’s photo and 

changes color in natural light; and a bi-dimensional bar code (PDF417) and optical 

character recognition (OCR).9  

o Invisible security features include security marks that can be read only through a 

special decoder. The marks include the word “Mexico” on the left side of the card, 

the words “Matrícula Consular” and “Mexican ID” on the bottom front, the bearer’s 

name over his/her picture and, turned 90 degrees, the letters SRE (the abbreviation 

for Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores) and the bearer’s date of birth over his/her 

picture; and the letters “SRE” in multiple other locations on the front and back.10 

o Commercially available document authentication systems are available to verify the 

authenticity of a matrícula consular, e.g., the B5000 Document Authenticator, 

which is sold by L1 Solutions and used by San Francisco for municipal IDs.11 

 In November 2014, the Mexican government incorporated “new security features such as 

encrypted data, including biometrics, of the applicant,” and the following elements:12 

o Printing on a plastic card (PET) with visible and invisible marks. 

o A background design (guilloché) with high quality print and micro text frames. 

o Text with different colors of ink. 

o Embedded identity data on a cryptographic chip. 

o A photograph that is clearer than previous versions. 

o A laser engraved unique card number. 

Do the U.S. government, states, and local governments allow the matrícula consular 
to be used as proof of identity? 

 Yes. Many banks accept the matrícula consular as proof of identity for critical activities 

such as banking.13 In 2003, as required by section 326 of the Patriot Act, the Treasury 

Department issued regulations setting standards for proof of identity for the purpose of 

opening accounts with financial institutions. The Treasury Department rejected calls 

from some members of Congress to prohibit acceptance of the matrícula consular.14 

 National identity cards such as the matrícula consular may be used to obtain an 

Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) in order to pay federal income taxes.15 

 Many states and local governments specifically allow the matrícula consular to be used 

as identification for purposes such as obtaining a driver’s license16 or identification for 

law enforcement purposes.17 

 The Mexican Embassy has reported that, “[a]s of August 2013, more than 371 counties, 

356 financial institutions, and 1,036 police departments accepted matrícula consular 

cards as a valid proof of ID.”18 
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