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ELIGIBILITY FACTORS FOR 

IMMIGRANTS 
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Immigrant Eligibility for Federal Non-

Emergency Medicaid and CHIP 

ÅIn 1996, as part of the Personal Responsibility and Work 

Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA), Congress created 

two categories of immigrants for federal benefits eligibility 

purposes:  

üñqualifiedò  

üñnot qualifiedò 

ÅImmigrants who are ònot qualifiedó can qualify for Medicaid 

payment for emergency services 
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ñQualifiedò Category for Federal Non-

Emergency Medicaid and CHIP  
Immigration status must be òqualifiedó to meet the Medicaid and 

CHIP immigration eligibility requirement  
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άvǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘέ LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΥ  

ÅLawful Permanent Residents (LPR) 
ÅCertain domestic violence and trafficking survivors and their derivatives  
ÅRefugees 
ÅAsylees  
ÅPersons granted withholding of deportation/removal  
ÅConditional entrants 
ÅCuban/Haitian entrants 
ÅParolees (in the U.S. for more than a year) 
ÅCertain American Indians 

 
 

(categories defined by statute)   

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ άǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘέ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ ннΣ мффс Ƴǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ άǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ όǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 
exceptions) to become eligible for Medicaid or CHIP.   
 



Exceptions to the 5 Year Bar for ñQualifiedò 

Statuses 

ÅRefugees, asylees, persons granted withholding of 

deportation/removal, Cuban/Haitian entrant, Amerasian, 

trafficking survivor, or Iraqi or Afghan special immigrant status  

ÅVeterans & families; active duty military & families  

ÅChildren (state option) 

ÅPregnant women (state option) 
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Note: In Alabama, Mississippi, North Dakota, Texas, Virginia, and Wyoming, LPRs who entered the 
U.S. on or after August 22, 1996 must be credited with 40 quarters of work to be eligible for 
Medicaid.  
In Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, Virginia, and Wyoming, Medicaid is available to refugees, asylees, 
persons granted withholding of deportation/removal, Cuban/Haitian entrants, and Amerasian 
immigrants during the seven years after obtaining this status.  



ñNot Qualifiedò Immigrants  

Immigrants who do not meet the Medicaid/CHIP immigration 

eligibility requirement because they are ònot qualifiedó are eligible 

for emergency Medicaid and other programs  
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άbƻǘ vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘέ LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΥ  

ÅUndocumented immigrants 
ÅLawfully present individuals such as nonimmigrant visa holders (i.e., 

students, temporary workers, etc.) 
 
Programs available to ALL:  emergency Medicaid, CHIP coverage for pregnant 
women in some states, immunizations, Community Health Centers/FQHCs, 
Migrant Centers, hospital charity care, and others. 

 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻǊ άǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘέ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ  

Source: PRWORA of 1996 



States Have Some Flexibility to Vary from 

the General Eligibility Rules  

Federal Medicaid/CHIP Options 

ÅUnder the òunborn childó option in CHIP, states can choose to 

provide certain medical services to pregnant women, regardless of 

immigration status, if they are not otherwise eligible for Medicaid 

ÅStates can waive the five-year bar and provide Medicaid/CHIP to 

òlawfully residingó children and pregnant women  

ÅSome states are less inclusive of certain immigrants  
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State-Funded Options  

ÅStates can be more inclusive, covering additional immigrants with 

state-only funds.  



Sponsor Deeming 

ÅImmigrant sponsor deeming may prevent an immigrant from 

qualifying based on income (even if the immigrant receives 

nothing from the sponsor) 

ÅSome exceptions apply 

ÅState practices vary, including choosing not to deem in 

certain programs 

ÅThere is no sponsor deeming for Marketplace coverage or 

premium tax credits 
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Immigrant Statuses that Qualify for 

Marketplace Coverage ï Part I 
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Å Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR/Green 
Card holder) 

Å Asylee 
Å Refugee 
Å Cuban/Haitian Entrant 
Å Paroled into the U.S. 
Å Conditional Entrant  
Å Battered Spouse, Child and Parent 
Å Trafficking Survivor and his/her Spouse, 

Child, Sibling or Parent 
Å Granted Withholding of Deportation or 

Withholding of Removal, under the 
immigration laws or under the 
Convention Against Torture (CAT) 

Å Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
Å Lawful Temporary Resident 
 

Å Individual with Nonimmigrant Status 
(includes worker visas, student visas, 
and citizens of Micronesia, the 
Marshall Islands, and Palau) 

Å Administrative order staying removal 
issued by the Department of Homeland 
Security 

Å Member of a federally-recognized 
Indian tribe or American Indian born in 
Canada 

Å Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) 
Å Deferred Action Status*  

 
*EXCEPTION: Individuals granted deferred 
action under the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program are not eligible to 
enroll in coverage in the Marketplace. 

Source: www.healthcare.gov  



Immigrant Statuses that Qualify for 

Marketplace Coverage ï Part II 
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Applicant for any of these statuses: 

Å Adjustment to LPR Status 
Å Temporary Protected Status with 

Employment Authorization 
Å Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
Å Victim of Trafficking Visa 
Å Asylum* 
ÅWithholding of Deportation or 

Withholding of Removal, under the 
immigration laws or under the 
Convention Against Torture (CAT)* 
 

*Only those who have been granted employment 
authorization or are under the age of 14 and have had 
an application pending for at least 180 days are 
eligible 

With Employment Authorization: 

Å Registry Applicants 
Å Order of Supervision 
Å Applicant for Cancellation of Removal 

or Suspension of Deportation 
Å Applicant for Legalization under IRCA 
Å Legalization under the LIFE Act 

Source: www.healthcare.gov  



Undocumented Individuals  

ÅIndividuals who lost permission to remain in the U.S., or 

entered the U.S. without permission 

ÅIneligible to purchase qualified health plans in the individual 

marketplaces 

ÅExempt from the individual mandate 

ÅResources for health care for undocumented individuals 

ïMedicaid payments for limited emergency services 

ïCan receive health care from Federally Qualified Health 

Centers (FQHCs) and other programs available regardless 

of status 

ïCoverage outside the marketplace 
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State Residency 

ÅIn general, for QHP enrollment and Medicaid/CHIP, residency 

is the state in which an individual lives and: 

ïIntends to reside, including without a fixed address; or 

ïHas entered with a job commitment or is seeking 

employment (whether or not currently employed)  

ÅTo verify residency, marketplaces: 

ïCan accept self-attestation 

ïCan use HHS approved electronic sources to the extent 

that they exist 

ïEvidence of immigration status canôt be used 
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Lawfully present and Not eligible for 
Medicaid based on immigration 

status 

PTC Eligible 

FPL 

400% 

100% 

138% 

200% 

300% 

Meets Medicaid Immigration 
Eligibility Requirement 

Eligible for Premium Tax 
Credits 

Medicaid 
Expansion 

PTC Eligible 

Immigrant Eligibility for Most Adults in 

Expansion States 
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Unsubsidized 



Lawfully present and Not eligible for 
Medicaid based on immigration 

status 

PTC Eligible 

Unsubsidized 

FPL 

400% 

100% 

138% 

200% 

300% 

Meets Medicaid Immigration 
Eligibility Requirement 

Eligible for Premium Tax 
Credits 

PTC Eligible 

Coverage Gap  

Immigrant Eligibility for Most Adults in 

Non-Expansion States 

14 



Scenario 1: Rashid, Miriam and Leila  

ÅRashid and Miriam are married and 

live in Oregon 

ÅMiriam became a lawful permanent 

resident 2 years ago 

ÅRashid became a citizen last year  

ÅLeila was born in Oregon last month 

ïNo social security number yet, but 

applied for one 

ÅFamily income: $17,577  

ÅRashid and Miriam file taxes jointly and 

claim Leila as a dependent 

ÅEveryone in the family is interested in 

getting health coverage 
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Rashid, 27 
Miriam, 27 
Leila, 1 month 
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Rashid 

Miriam 

Leila 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü No  

Å Immigration status 
ü Lawful Permanent 

Resident 

Å Subject to the 5 year bar 
ü Yes 

Å Satisfied the 5 year bar 
ü No  

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V QHP Enrollment 

Eligibility Based only on Citizenship / 

Immigration Status 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü Yes 

 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü Yes  

 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V QHP Enrollment 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V CHIP 
V QHP Enrollment 



Eligibility for PTC and Medicaid 

üMiriam is lawfully present and a òqualifiedó 

immigrant, but she is not eligible for Medicaid 

because she has not met the 5-year bar 

requirement   

üShe is eligible for PTC even though her income is 

below 100% FPL because she is not eligible for 

Medicaid based on her immigration status 
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Medicaid/CHIP Premium Tax Credits 

Eligible

? 

HH Income FPL Eligible
? 

HH Income FPL 

Rashid Yes 3 $17,577  90% No 3 $17,577  90% 

Miriam No 3 $17,577  90% Yes 3 $17,577  90% 

Leila Yes 3 $17,577  90% No 3 $17,577  90% 



Scenario 2: Ricky, Eva and Karina 

ÅRicky and Eva are not married but 

live together with their daughter, 

Karina  

ÅRicky has a student visa and plans 

to complete his program of study at 

Florida State University in 2017  

ïHe has no income 

ÅKarina is a citizen 

ÅEva has Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and she: 

ïearns $37,107 a year  

ïplans to file federal taxes and will 

claim Ricky and Karina as 

dependents 
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Ricky, 24 
Eva, 24 
Karina, 1 
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Ricky 

Eva 

Karina 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü No  

Å Immigration status 
ü DACA 

 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V CHIP 
V QHP enrollment 

Eligibility Based only on Citizenship / 

Immigration Status 
Å Applying for coverage 

ü Yes 
Å Citizen 

ü No  
Å Immigration status 

ü Visa holder (student) 
 

Å Residency for QHP enrollment 
ü Yes 

 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü Yes  

 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V QHP enrollment 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
× Not eligible for QHP or full 

scope coverage for Medicaid 
 
 

V Medicaid for payment of 
limited emergency services 



Eligibility for PTC and Medicaid 

üRicky is eligible for enrollment in a QHP with a 

PTC, but its unclear if attesting to residency in FL 

will negatively impact his immigration status 

üEva is not eligible for enrollment in insurance 

affordability programs 

üShe is not subject to the penalty for going without 

coverage 

üKarina is eligible for CHIP 
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Medicaid/CHIP Premium Tax Credits 

Eligible

? 

HH Income FPL Eligible
? 

HH Income FPL 

Ricky No 2 $0  0% Yes 3 $37,107  190% 

Eva No 3 $37,107   190% No 3 $37,107   190% 

Karina Yes 3 $37,107   190% No 3 $37,107   190% 



Scenario 3: Mei, Michael and Lin  

ÅMei lives with her son, Michael, and 

father Lin in Pennsylvania 

ÅShe has been a lawful permanent 

resident (LPR) for 6 years 

ÅMichael is a citizen 

ÅLin has been a LPR for 2 years 

ïHe has not worked the 40 quarters 

and is not enrolled in Medicare 

ïHe is Meiôs tax dependent 

ÅMei earns $17,577 a year 
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Mei, 33 
Michael, 5 
Lin, 72 
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Mei 

Lin 

Michael 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü No  

Å Immigration status 
ü LPR 

 

Å Subject to the 5 year bar 
ü Yes 

Å Satisfied the 5 year bar 
ü No 

 MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V QHP enrollment 

Eligibility Based only on Citizenship / 

Immigration Status 
Å Applying for coverage 

ü Yes 
Å Citizen 

ü No  
Å Immigration status 

ü LPR 
 

Å Subject to the 5 year bar 
ü Yes 

Å Satisfied the 5 year bar 
ü Yes 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü Yes  

 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V QHP enrollment 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V CHIP 
V QHP enrollment 



Eligibility for PTC and Medicaid 

üMei is not eligible for Medicaid because her state 

has not expanded and she is not eligible for PTC 

because her income is below 100% FPL 

üLin is eligible for PTC even though his income is 

below 100% FPL because he does not meet the 

Medicaid immigration requirement 

üHe has opted not to enroll in Medicare because 

he would have to pay the full premium 

üMichael is eligible for Medicaid 
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Medicaid/CHIP Premium Tax Credits 

Eligible

? 

HH Income FPL Eligible
? 

HH Income FPL 

Mei No 3 $17,577  90% No 3 $17,577   90% 

Lin No 1 $0   90% Yes 3 $17,577   90% 

Michael Yes 3 $17,577   90% No 3 $17,577   90% 



Scenario 4: Nina, Tanya and Amelia 

ÅNina lives with her daughter, Tanya, in 

Michigan 

ÅNina is undocumented 

ÅTanya is a US citizen 

ÅNinaõs older daughter, Amelia, lives 

with her grandparents in Canada 

ÅNina files taxes using an ITIN and 

claims both children as dependents 

ÅNina earns $37,107 a year 
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Nina, 42 
Tanya, 8 
Amelia, 15 (lives in Canada) 
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Nina 

Amelia 

Tanya 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü No 

 

 

Eligibility Based only on Citizenship / 

Immigration Status 
Å Applying for coverage 

ü No 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü Yes  

 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V CHIP 
V QHP enrollment 



Eligibility for PTC and Medicaid 

üNina is not applying for coverage, she would not 

meet the immigration requirement for insurance 

affordability programs (Note: she is not subject to 

the penalty for going without coverage) 

üAmelia is not applying for coverage, her immigration 

status is unclear, but she would not meet the state 

residency requirement for insurance affordability 

programs 

üTanya is eligible for CHIP  
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Medicaid/CHIP Premium Tax Credits 

Eligible

? 

HH Income FPL Eligible
? 

HH Income FPL 

Nina N/A -- -- --- N/A --- --- --- 

Amelia N/A ---   --- --- N/A --- --- --- 

Tanya Yes 3 $37,107   190% No 3 $37,107   190% 



Scenario 5: Nadif, Fatima and Amina 

ÅNadif and Fatima are married 

and have a daughter, Amina 

ÅNadif and Fatima:  

ïEntered the US as refugees 4 

years ago 

ïBecame LPRs 1 year ago 

ÅAmina is a citizen 

ÅNadif earns $18,553 a year 

ÅNadif and Fatima file taxes 

jointly and claim Amina as a 

dependent 
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Nadif, 27 
Fatima, 27 
Amina, 4 
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Fatima 

Nadif 

Amina 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü No  

Å Immigration status 
ü Refugee 
ü LPR 

Å Subject to the 5 year bar 
ü No 

 
MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V QHP Enrollment 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V QHP Enrollment 

Eligibility Based only on Citizenship / 

Immigration Status 
Å Applying for coverage 

ü Yes 
Å Citizen 

ü No  
Å Immigration status 

ü Refugee 
ü LPR 

Å Subject to 5 year bar 
ü No 

Å Applying for coverage 
ü Yes 

Å Citizen 
ü Yes  

 

MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:  
V Medicaid 
V QHP Enrollment 



Eligibility for PTC and Medicaid in 

Expansion State 

üFatima and Nadif are eligible for Medicaid  

üThey are not subject to the 5 year bar because 

they entered the US as refugees 

üAmina is eligible for Medicaid 
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Medicaid/CHIP Premium Tax Credits 

Eligible

? 

HH Income FPL Eligible
? 

HH Income FPL 

Fatima Yes 3 $18,553  95% No 3 $18,553  95% 

Nadif Yes 3 $18,553   95% No 3 $18,553   95% 

Amina Yes 3 $18,553   95% No 3 $18,553   95% 



Eligibility for PTC and Medicaid in  

Non-Expansion State 
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Medicaid/CHIP Premium Tax Credits 

Eligible

? 

HH Income FPL Eligible
? 

HH Income FPL 

Fatima No 3 $18,553  95% No 3 $18,553  95% 

Nadif No 3 $18,553   95% No 3 $18,553   95% 

Amina Yes 3 $18,553   95% No 3 $18,553   95% 

üFatima and Nadif are not eligible for Medicaid 

because their state has not expanded 

üFatima and Nadif are not eligible for PTC because 

their income is below 100% FPL  

üAmina is eligible for Medicaid 

 


